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GOVERNOR APPOINTS TRANSMISSION AUTHORITY

CHEYENNE, Wyo. - Five individuals dedicated to expanding Wyoming’s power transmission capability will form the newly established Wyoming Infrastructure Authority. 

The Wyoming Legislature created the authority during its 2004 session and provided $1 billion in bonding authority. Its purpose is to diversify and expand the state’s economy through improvements in Wyoming’s electric transmission infrastructure and to facilitate the consumption of Wyoming energy. The authority will participate in planning, financing, constructing, developing, acquiring, maintaining and operating electric transmission facilities and their supporting infrastructure. 

Three of its members must be Wyoming residents with special knowledge of or at least five years experience in managerial positions in the fields of electric transmission, general development, natural gas or coal production, transportation, marketing or industrial or municipal consumption. All five are gubernatorial appointments. 

“For most of the recent past and for a variety of reasons, utilities and other entities have been hesitant to invest in the infrastructure necessary for electric transmission, a reluctance that has led to transmission congestion,” Gov. Dave Freudenthal said. "That's a problem across most of the United States and certainly in the West, where experts say there have been no significant transmission upgrades in more than a decade.” 

“Mineral production in Wyoming continues to move along at a healthy rate, but production isn’t the end of the story,” the governor continued. “The next logical step is transmission, or the ability to move the energy we can derive from those minerals. These five gentlemen will have a significant role to play in developing that infrastructure, and I am absolutely confident in their abilities.” 

The appointments include: 

-Mike Easley of Sundance, CEO of the Powder River Energy Corp.; 

-Bryce Freeman of Cheyenne, director of the Wyoming Office of Consumer Advocate; 

-Donald O’Shei of Wilson, managing director and partner in TriLateral Energy LLC; 

-James Tarpey of Greenwood, Colo., a Holland & Hart attorney with experience in electric, natural gas and telecommunications matters; 

-Kyle White of Black Hills, S.D., vice president of corporate affairs for Black Hills Corp., a diversified energy company. 

