September 27, 2005
Colorado – Wyoming Transmission Development Announced

Cheyenne , Wyoming– The Wyoming Infrastructure Authority (WIA) announced today that it has entered into a partnership with Trans-Elect, Inc. to pursue commercial development of new electric transmission between Colorado and Wyoming known as TOT 3. The Western Area Power Administration (Western) has joined the WIA and Trans-Elect in signing a Memorandum of Understanding to jointly work together on the TOT 3 project to determine the public service benefits and interest in this major transmission upgrade.

“A transmission investment across TOT 3 would facilitate the development of low-cost, clean-coal generating plants and high-efficiency wind turbines in both Colorado and Wyoming to serve consumers along the Front Range ,” said Steve Waddington, WIA Executive Director. 

Wyoming Governor Dave Freudenthal commended today's announcement. “This public-private partnership is an innovative approach to strengthening the ties between the Colorado and Wyoming economies, and is an important step to implement a key recommendation of the Rocky Mountain Area Transmission Study,” the Governor said. 

The 2004 Rocky Mountain Area Transmission Study (RMATS), a consensus planning study conducted by regional industry, governmental, and environmental stakeholders, identified the TOT 3 transmission constraint near the Colorado-Wyoming border as one of three high-priority projects for upgrade. RMATS, a study co-sponsored by the Wyoming governor, addressed several transmission paths that would benefit consumers if upgrades are accomplished. 

“This is a very important project to enable wind generation to reach the Colorado market,” said Ron Lehr , of the American Wind Energy Association (AWEA). “AWEA is strongly supportive of this effort to address the long-standing TOT 3 bottleneck that prohibits the best quality Colorado and Wyoming wind power from reaching Colorado consumers in support of Colorado ’s renewable standard.” Lehr, a former Colorado public utility commissioner, was actively involved in the RMATS planning that led to this initiative. 

“Our business is focused entirely on the transmission infrastructure needs of North America. ,” said Robert Mitchell, Managing Director of Trans-Elect, Inc., an independent transmission company, with management and ownership of over 12,000 miles of transmission lines in the United States and Canada . “We see a significant need for investment in the Rocky Mountain region to meet the growing demand for electricity to prevent shortages and support economic development.” 

Trans-Elect and Western have a proven track record for success in getting transmission built. In a public/private partnership with Pacific Gas & Electric Co., they recently completed the $250 million, 84-mile transmission expansion project in California known as Path-15. The project was electrified ahead of schedule and substantially below budget. 

Jim Sims, Executive Director of Golden, CO-based Western Business Roundtable, also praised the project, stating that “it will provide needed supplies of low-cost coal and wind power to stabilize electricity rates along the Colorado Front Range, facilitate Colorado ’s renewable standard, and stimulate economic development 

The initial priority for the TOT 3 Partnership is to involve the current stakeholders in the TOT 3 corridor located in northeastern Colorado and eastern Wyoming . Contact will be made with the several companies that have expressed interest in supplying power to Colorado ’s Front Range , but have been blocked by the absence of enough electric transmission. A formal solicitation of interest by Western will soon be published in the Federal Register. 

“This extensive public involvement program will enable the TOT 3 project to be properly designed for size and location of the needed upgrades,” said Waddington. “I am excited by the team that has come together and I am confident that it will result in interested parties formally expressing their interest in the TOT 3 project. It is this kind of collaborative effort that is needed to get the project sited, permitted, financed and built for the benefit of people in Colorado and Wyoming .” 

Formed in 2004 by the State of Wyoming , the WIA's mission is to diversify and expand the state’s economy through improvements in Wyoming ’s electric transmission infrastructure to facilitate the consumption of Wyoming energy. The Authority can participate in planning, financing, constructing, developing, acquiring, maintaining and operating electric transmission facilities and their supporting infrastructure. Legislation provided the WIA with bonding authority, and other powers, to promote transmission development in the state and throughout the region. It also provided the State Treasurer, with the approval of the State Loan and Investment Board, the authority to invest in WIA bonds. 

Trans-Elect, based in Reston, Virginia with regional offices in Denver and Chicago, was formed in 1999 as the first independent transmission company in North America to pursue the development of independently owned electric transmission with the twin objectives of increasing the reliability of the system and lowering costs to consumers.  Since 2002, Trans-Elect has acquired an interest in the AltaLink transmission system in Alberta, Canada, purchased Consumers Energy’s Michigan transmission system and secured financing to construct the desperately needed expansion of the Path 15 transmission line in California. 

For further information, please contact:

Steve Waddington, Executive Director, Wyoming Infrastructure Authority, 307.635.3573 

Frank Maisano, Trans-Elect, Inc., 202.828.5864 

LaVerne Kyriss, Corporate Communications, Western Area Power Administration, 720.962.7051 

