New Colorado – Wyoming Transmission Development Inquiry Gaining Momentum
Cheyenne, Wyoming –

The Western Area Power Administration (Western) has published a solicitation in the Federal Register requesting statements of interest in transmission capacity rights for a new electric transmission development between Colorado and Wyoming. This action follows up on the announcement last month that Western had joined the Wyoming Infrastructure Authority (WIA) and Trans-Elect in an effort to jointly develop transmission on the TOT 3 corridor connecting Colorado and Wyoming. The response to this solicitation will enable a formal appraisal of interest in this transmission upgrade so that its public service benefits can be determined. Interested parties should respond to Western, as outlined in the November 15 Federal Register notice, within 30 days. Western’s Federal Register notice can be viewed at www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/ and searching for "page 69338."
"New transmission would allow for Wyoming’s low-cost coal and world-class wind resources to help meet growing electricity needs of Colorado consumers. Today's announcement puts this project into full gear by seeking expressions of interest in capacity on the proposed transmission expansion," WIA executive director Steve Waddington said. Trans-Elect’s Managing Partner Bob Mitchell said following the September press announcement of the combined effort to expand TOT 3, “the informal expressions of interest by wind and coal developers have totaled over 3,000 megawatts (MW) of potential capacity, when 1,000 MW would be enough to justify a new line."
The State of Wyoming led by Governor Dave Freudenthal, several utilities, wind and coal energy producers and business leaders, have supported the public-private partnership model for this transmission development project. The TOT 3 upgrade was a key recommendation of the 2004 Rocky Mountain Area Transmission Study (RMATS).
RMATS, a consensus planning study conducted by regional industry, governmental, and environmental stakeholders and co-sponsored by Gov. Freudenthal, identified the TOT 3 transmission constraint near the Colorado-Wyoming border as one of three high-priority projects for upgrade. RMATS also analyzed a number of transmission path upgrades that would benefit consumers in the western United States.
The WIA, formed in 2004 by the State of Wyoming, is responsible for diversifying and expanding the state’s economy through improvements in Wyoming’s electric transmission infrastructure designed to facilitate the consumption of Wyoming energy. The WIA can participate in planning, financing, constructing, developing, acquiring, maintaining and operating electric transmission facilities and their supporting infrastructure. Legislation provided the WIA with bonding authority, and other powers, to promote transmission development in the state and throughout the region.
Trans-Elect, based in Reston, Virginia with regional offices in Denver and Chicago, was formed in 1999 as the first independent transmission company in North America to pursue the development of independently-owned electric transmission with the twin objectives of increasing the reliability of the system and lowering costs to consumers. Since 2002, Trans-Elect has acquired an interest in the AltaLink transmission system in Alberta, Canada, purchased Consumers Energy’s Michigan transmission system and secured financing to construct the desperately needed expansion of the Path 15 transmission line in California. Together, Trans-Elect and Western have a proven record of success getting transmission built. In a similar public-private partnership with Pacific Gas & Electric Co., they recently completed the $250 million, 84-mile Path-15 transmission expansion project in California. The Path-15 project was electrified ahead of schedule and substantially below budget.
Part of the U.S. Department of Energy, Western annually markets and transmits more than 10,000 MW of power from hydroelectric power plants owned and operated by the Bureau of Reclamation and the Army Corps of Engineers in 15 central and western states.
For further information, please contact:

Steve Waddington, Executive Director, Wyoming Infrastructure Authority, 307.635.3573

Frank Maisano, Trans-Elect, Inc., 202.828.5864

LaVerne Kyriss, Corporate Communications, Western Area Power Administration, 720.962.7051 

