Basin Electric announces plans for a new transmission line
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Bismarck, N.D. – Basin Electric Power Cooperative announced today that it plans to construct a 230,000-volt (230-kV) transmission line in northeast Wyoming.  The approximately 130-mile line will connect the Hughes substation, north of Rozet, to the Carr Draw substation, west of Gillette, and a proposed substation north of Sheridan.

According to Gary Christenson, project coordinator for Basin Electric, the Hughes substation is owned by Powder River Energy Corporation (PRECorp), Sundance, and the Carr Draw substation is jointly owned by PRECorp, Basin Electric and PacifiCorp.  He said the new transmission line is planned to be operational by the end of 2008.  PRECorp, a member system of Basin Electric, is a retail supplier of electricity to rural areas in the northeast corner of Wyoming.

“This line will strengthen the existing transmission system in the northeast part of Wyoming, resulting in increased reliability,” Christenson explained.  “Demand for electricity continues to grow in this part of the state due to growth in rural areas and energy development in and around Gillette and Sheridan, and it’s putting a strain on the existing transmission system.  This project is needed for Basin Electric to provide reliable, low-cost electricity.”

The route selection and permitting process for the line is just beginning, and Christenson expects it will continue during the next 18 months, with construction activities planned to begin in 2007. Christenson said information meetings to describe the project will be held in the Gillette and Sheridan areas within the next few weeks.

Basin Electric is a consumer-owned, regional electric generation and transmission (G&T) cooperative that provides wholesale electricity to 121 member rural electric systems in nine states.  In addition to Wyoming, these states include parts of Colorado, Iowa, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico, North Dakota and South Dakota.  Basin Electric's member systems distribute electricity to about 1.8 million consumers. 
