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GILLETTE -- Confronted with exploding population and energy consumption, Arizona's largest utility is pitching a $3 billion power line connecting to Wyoming's coal and wind resources for future electrical supply.
Arizona Public Service Co. has asked the Wyoming Infrastructure Authority to help fund a study to determine whether the project is feasible.
"It's something that the APS resource planning folks have been looking at for some time now, and we've decided to go that next step and look at building the transmission system, or at least a feasibility study to analyze the potential of building a transmission system that would enable those resource purchases," said Robert Smith, manager of APS's transmission planning department.
The 500-kilovolt TransWest Express transmission line is not affiliated with the Frontier transmission proposal -- a collaboration of leaders in Wyoming, Utah, Nevada and California. However, Wyoming officials do not believe the proposals are in competition.
"They are very similar proposals, in some ways, running through similar geography and meeting growth needs similarly. But there's enough growth in the Western interconnect to support both or some combination of the two that I think will become more evident when the study gets under way," said Steve Waddington, executive director of the Wyoming Infrastructure Authority.
Waddington said TransWest Express is an exciting proposal because it comes from a large utility. That solves the first problem of finding an anchor tenant to purchase the power.
"That's very significant and promising," Waddington said.
NewsTracker
* Last we knew: Energy leaders in Wyoming, Utah, Nevada and California are studying the possibility of building a new major electrical transmission line.
* The latest: Arizona Public Service Co. is pursuing a separate transmission line to ship coal- and wind-based power from Wyoming.
* What's next: The Wyoming Infrastructure Authority will decide whether to help the Arizona Public Service Co. fund a feasibility study.
Energy reporter Dustin Bleizeffer can be reached at (307) 682-3388 or dustin.bleizeffer@casperstartribune.net.
