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	GOV. GUINN ANNOUNCES AGREEMENT BETWEEN NEVADA

AND THREE WESTERN STATES FOR ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION DEVELOPMENT

‘Frontier Line’ to bring economic benefits and enhanced reliability for West’s transmission grid



CARSON CITY – Gov. Kenny Guinn today announced an agreement between the Governors of Nevada, California, Utah and Wyoming that will allow all four states to pursue the development of the “Frontier Line,” a transmission project involving the construction of a transmission line through the four states. The project will be designed to provide economic benefits to all four states, as well as enhanced reliability for the West’s overall high-voltage transmission grid. 


The project will help the states better deal with growing consumer electric power demand in the West, and will also more tightly coordinate the four states’ development of renewable and conventional resources. The agreement creates a transmission project coordinating committee, of which each state will be a member and will supply senior-level staff as participants. Work has already been done to identify a preliminary route for the project. The coordinating committee will serve as a surrogate developer until the project can be made available for further engineering analysis and development. 


“I am very encouraged by what the ‘Frontier Line’ represents,” Gov. Guinn said. “We all clearly remember the energy crisis that hit the West in 2000-2001. This is a very important step forward for the State of Nevada and the West. Thanks to a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that is being signed among the four participating states, the region is moving with great speed and unparalleled cooperation to ensure that we will continue to meet a growing energy demand – and provide vital economic and environmental benefits to all the participating states.”


The MOU between the four states is an outgrowth of the states’ efforts to identify needed transmission upgrades. The states involved have pledged to seek input from federal, state and local officials having jurisdiction over aspects of the project, and with interested stakeholders.


“A sense of teamwork and shared vision is a big part of what this agreement represents,” Gov. Guinn said. “For the needs of the West to be met, it is essential that this teamwork and shared vision is carried forward in a workable framework like the ‘Frontier Line.’”
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